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'-ijEXAs WATER QUALITY BOARD
: 11048 . Lavaca: Street”
i A“S‘?“}_Tex“b. 78701

© - ORDER NO. - 70-‘131-26;-13

*R ‘of the Te?as Watur Quality Boaxd establlshing'ﬁ
asRestricted Zone and a Water Quality Zone
caround” Lvke  Conroe Rescrv01r, promulgating.
rules and regulations for- the control of sewaqe“

within: this zone which is not disposed of in - -
.. organized ‘disposal systems; providing for licenan"
ing of septic tank systems; and designating the-
© §an Jacinto River Authority and its Gerieral Man»-f5 e

~ager as the agent of the Board to perform admin= = oo T

-istrative functions related to the rules and | BT :

- regulations set forth herein. '

PREAMBLE

he san Jacinto River Authority has recently begun the cohsﬁruc%ioﬁu;&- 
¥cf-ghe Laks Conroe Reservoir project in Montgomery and Walker counties.'i
*%';Tﬁis rezervoir has been‘constructed primarily as a water supply‘reserﬁﬁir;'ih
iA'seaondary purpose for the reservoir is to provide an important-waturw

iﬁased recreational facility for the State.. Both of these purposes }equire
;malnLenanCE of excellent water quallty in waters of the Lake CDHIOG i

ﬂReaervolri

- Amony the potential sources of poilgtion which must be éantrdlléd'f_f,f 

::f.ih order to maintain a good quality. of water is sewage from subdivisibn; ;  ”

 fﬁ §nd individua1 dQéllings.surrounding the lake. BSewage discharged intq?:

f jpdblic disposal systems iélregulated through the waste control ofdér

_  :system of the Bcard; therefore, this order is céncerned'wﬁﬁh control of
sorvage npt discharged into public disposai‘systéms.

Sewage not discharged into public disposal systems is of special

. _concern hecause of two factors. Firet, the araa surrovnding the Lake

Conroe Reservoir ie expected to rapidly inercasa in population density

*

e e

.'qntil it becomes a clogely de?eioped_suhurban area.  Second, preliminary
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ﬁégl_iﬁ§ééﬁiéatién'indicatéé tha# much of ithe soil found in5the aréaféur%. 
féuﬁaiﬁg-the:1ake.does.not pbsséss~absorption éharacteéistics éuitéb;e_ .
;éfiéeétic.tank systeﬁs and that none of the s0il types found iﬁ thé:
area wili pexmit small lot s#bdivisibns with septic tank systems,

';';fh public ﬁéaring was held to receive evidence relative to the

:édoPtibn of water pollution control regulations for the protection of

,Waﬁgrs in the Lake Conroe Watershed. Following this public hearing, the

1
]

‘Hearing Commission prepared a report on evidence presented during the

i .
~hearing.
. )

\ The Board has considered the evidence presented to the Hearing
3?-Comm;asion. Based on this evidence and the Board's evaluation of the

1
pertinent information and data, the Board explicitly finds that because

- of tﬁg nature of the ecil and drainage of the area surrounding Léke
="-.i:_.',t:c;\m:cae, this order is required to prevent pollution which may direétly‘
*3; or indirectly‘injure public health. | |
This order has been entered following consultation with and hag
fhe concufrence of the Commissioner of Health of the State Department
" of Health. Now, therefore, - “'
Bﬁ IT ORDERED RBY THE TEXAS WATER OQUALITY BOARD :
I. DEPINITIONS FOR THIS ORDEﬁ

{2} "Authority" means the San Jacinto River Authority
' of Texas. ’

= '1_"-A {b) "Boaxd" means the Texas Water Quality Board.

(¢) vExecutive Director" means the Executive Director
0f the Texas Water Quality Board.

(d) “Lake Conroe" means the lake in Montgomery and
’ Walker Counties created by a dam located approx-~
imately two miles west of the City of Conroe on
the West Fork of the San Jacinto River in Mont-—
. . gomery County, Texas.

(e} “Ovganized disposal system” means any public or

private system for the collection, treatment and
disposal of sewage operated in accordance with

-2
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_.the terms and conditions of a waste control order
© from the Texas Water Quality Board.

'"Septlc tank" means a vented; watertight tank Whlﬁh :
"serves as a sedimentation and. sludge digestion chamber,
. which is placed between the house sewer and the soil -
~;_ab$orpt10n field. S :

"Septic tank system" means a system for disposing of .
sewage through soil absorption and vonsisting of the .-
following components: the house sewer;’the septic
tank; the soil absorption field. :

“Sewage" means waterborne human or other domestxc
waste.

e e

(i)  "Soil absorption field" -ig that part of a septic tank
system consisting of drainage tiles and surrounding
permeable soil used for the subsurface disposal of
septic tank effluent. :

{3} "subdivision" means (1) a subdivision which has been
' platted and recorded with the county clerk of the
county or counties in which the land lies, or which
is reguired by statute to be so platted and recorded;
or (2) any four (4) or more contiguous lots or tracts,
each of which is less than one (1) acre in size.

II. RESTRICTED ZONE . ' : ~ .

The Board hereby designates the Lake Conroe Restricted Zone as

the area surrounding the lake (including the lake bed) which is =ither

'within the 202.5" nsl gontoué line or within 75 fect of the 201' msl line,
. whichever is the greater distance froﬁ the lake, measured horizontally
away from the lake. A | .
In. warem QUALITY ZONE
The Board hereby desxgnates the Lake Conroe Water Quallty Zone
~as Lhe area in the Lake Conroe Watershed lying between the outer houndary
. 0f the Restricted ZDne, de51onated above, and a parallel line located at

T a d;stance of 2,N00 feet from the outer boundary cf the ‘Restricted Zone,

measured horizontally away from the 1ake

SEWERAGF FACILITIES

(a) Restricted Zone. No sewerage facilities of any kind may

be located within the Restrictéd Zone except (1) facilities of organized

-
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dlsposal system$ authorlzed by vallu waste control crders 1asued by the Fn

Texas Water Quallty Board (2) public rest room facxlltzes approved by
';the Autholity, and (3) faﬁllltles appr0ved by the AuLhormty for the remaval
and dlspcsal of wastes from boats and other watercraft in accordance'; e SRS

W1th the Rules and Regulatlons Coverlng Dlsposal OFf . Waate frcm Watercraft

fpromulgated by the Pexas State Board of Health. Except. as apprvved b}

thé Authorlty.for suchapurposes, no septic tanks, parts ef septic-tank
systems, holdlng tanks, holdzng tank systems, tlla or concrete sanltary.
?sewers, or sewer manholes may be located within the Restricted Zone,

; nor may;any ofher sewerage facilities be located there;n that are_construcﬁed
:_&é as to allow interchange of sewage with lake water. No part of any soil'
;éﬁsmrptiﬁn field may be 1oc$téd within the Restrictéd Zone.

fb) Water OQuality Zone. No sewerage facilities of anfikind

: nay be lacated wlth;n the Water Quality Zone except those of organized dlge
. posal systams authorized by valid waste control order: ;gsued by the Texas
f _water Quality Board and septic tank_systemsllicens¢d in Accﬁrfance'with

7:£h£9;@rdera _ h . v-. | N | S

b
aF

{¢) Sewage Treatment Plants. No part of any sewage treatment

~ plant of an organized disposal system shall be located at a lower ‘elevation
ﬂxlthan the ?05 5' msl contour line.
V. DISCIHARGE OF SEWAGE

{a) Restricted ZQne. No sewage dlsdharges of any kind nay bo

T'_made in the Restricted Zone except as fO]lOWb

(1} o©Organized Dlsposal 5ystems. Discharges of sewage may
be made inio organized disposal systems operating
under valid waste control orders issued by the Texas
Water Quality Board.

N . {2} Removal from Boats and Watercraft. Sewage may be
" removed from hoats and other watercrafi in accordance
] with the Rules and Regulations Covering Disposal of
v Waste from Watercraff promulgated by the Texas State
Board of Health.

{3) Other Discharges. Discharges from facilities provided

i
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for public rest rooms and for the removal and'dlaposal"
of wastes from boats and other watercraft shall be in
& mannexr approved by the Authority.

__blf Water Quallty Zone.. No sewage discharges of any kln& may
be made 1n the Water Quality Zone except as fallows
””(l)ﬁ'Organlzed Disposal Systems. Discharges of sewage .
Watex Qual;ty Board.
{2} Licensed Septic Tank Systems. Discharges of pewage
' may be made into septic tank systems licensed in .
accordance with the provisions of thls srder. SO N
{3) Other Facilities. Sewage may be discharged to other
facilities if a special lxcense Lhcrefor has been

issued by the Board.

WVI. RULES GOVERNING LICENSES FOR SEPTIC TANKS IN WATER QUALITY
ZONE

(a} No septic tank system or part thereof may be ingtglledlor
qseﬂ in the Water Quality Zone unléss a license therefor has been issuedi'*
in accordance with this order. HNo part of a septic tank system 1icanaedf
for the Water Qualiiy Zone includlng its soil absorption field may be

located within the Restxlcted Zone,

(b) Except as provided in Paragraph vI{d), a subdivision 1o£i3'f

" which lies wholly or partially within the Water Quality Zone and which

e

has a minimum lot size of less than ona (1} acre must be connected to

.f an organized disposal system operating under a valid waste control order ;

';.issueﬂ by the Board and may not be served by a septic tank system. A

subdivision lot which has a minimum lot size of at least one (15 acre

" may be served by a septic tank syétem provided that the Executive

: ﬂireétof finds after appropriate tests and inspections that the nature

of the s0ils and the drr-inage of the area will permit the use of a seétic
tank. .
(c} A lot or tract located wholly or partially within the

Water Quality Zone which is not part of a subdivision may be served by a

""5"‘ - '

“may be made into organized disposal systems opcratlﬁg,f;
under valid waste control order issued by the Texas ° "
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;septlc tank system -mcateﬁ thhln_tha Water Quallty ZOne, provxded the

ot or tract 1n.question.contu1ns at’ least 15 000 square feet and the

:Executlve Dlrectur flnds after approprtate 1nspeetzons and tests that. B
‘the ﬁdture oE the 50113 and the dralnage of the area WLll permlt‘tﬁﬂ use:” o
: f'a” eptlc tank | In maklng such detprmlnatlon tne xecutlve D;rector':

hall con31&er the locatlon af the property, the propoaed location of s

he septlc tank system on the property, the nature of the proposad use
o
_of the property, the prﬁposed 1oadlng of the system, and the pxobable

jﬂansxty of development Ain - the area, together with other relevant factors.

Ho 1Lcen5e shall be 1ssue& for any septlc tank system and connection to

“an organlzed d;sposal system will be required when any part of the system

xis closer than 300 feet in hor;zOntal diztance to an organazed dlspcsal

|

tsystem, unlesa it is shown to the satisfaction of the Execut1VQ Dlrector

Lhat 1t is not feasible for the organmzea .disposal system to prov;de
{sgrvice to the tract or‘lot in question.

| {4} ‘1he Executive Director may issue a temporary license for
fafseptic tank for a period not to exceed twé {2) vears under_circumstanéés3
totherwise‘prbhibited herein if he finds that thﬁlinstallation‘of such a

- geptic tank for such period will not éause pollution or injury to ﬁublie
ffihealth. fThe Executive Director may grant an extensioh ofra_licép;e iésued
”:in actordance with this paragraph fot‘a peried ofiup,té.two years if ﬁe
zttfin&s'that continued operation of thé?septicﬁtank system will not caﬂs;
ittpollution.or injury to public health.

VII. PROCEDURE FOR OBTAINING APPROVAL FOR PLANNED SEPTIC
TANK SUBDIVISIONS

Any developer or other person in interest desiring to creéte

f; a subdivision usiné séptit tank systems for disposai of sgwagelshall

' obtain~therﬁxecutive Director's piior approval for such scptic tank
ﬁeveiopmentm An application for such approval shall hé'filed‘with the
gxecutive Director and shall set forth the name and addriss of the.applin
)aant, the adiress br location of the subdivision, map or plat showing

e 2
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ﬁelbuﬁnéﬁryflines of the subdivision and of the lots within.hhé.sub&_
xv;sion, and such soil percolatlon test results and such other ‘data
s.may be necesdary to permit’ the determ1nat10n of the matters requlrad ;i-f'7
3by Paragraph vx(b) L.copy_of the application shall be furnished the _ _
huthorlty “All soil percplation tests musL be certlfxed by a Reglstered o
Professxonal Englneer or soil testing laboratory approved by the Author—_' N
i. }ity, and the Authority shall be given an opportunity to witness the
5ﬁf tests of the soil as tﬁey are conducted, The Authority shall examine
*ﬂ; tﬁé appligation and make such additional inspoctions and tests as the |
“:.Authofity¥shail consider necessary, and shall forward §he application
"to the Executive Director together with its written feccmméndation. A
T1j Qopy of the Authority's written recommendation shall be furnished the ;
if_'applicant. If the fxecutive Director finds that the aubd1vis;on haa a |
ff;'minimum lot size of at least one (1) acre and that septic tank deve]op-
. ment would be suitable within the subdivision, he shall so advise the
?5f”app11aant. If the Executive Director finds that a portion of a sub-

':VidxvisiOH is suitable for septic tank development and the remainder is

Vf not auitabie, ha may specify those lots which are founa suitable and

_'ﬁhoag which are not found suitable. The Execvtive Director's approval
.1;_0£ a subdivisiOn, or of a part thereof, for septie tank developmént Qﬁall
'ﬂjfaot.constitute a License for séptic tank systems within the subdivision
.;but shall be a prerequxsite to the filing of an applicatlon for a llcenac .
w;tn:n a subdivision and all septic tanP systems installed within the
-subd;v1sxon must .be licensed in the manner provided heiaw. Any fees
. .charged by the Authofit} for performance of the functions provided in this
paragraph shali not exceed $5.00 for each lot in the subdivision.
vx;x‘. SEPTIC TANK LICENSE PROCEDURE
The foilowing procedures shall govern the issuance of licenses
-for se%tic tank systems with the Water Quality Zone:
{2} Ahpplication forms may be obtained {rom the offices of the

County Judge of dalker and Montgomery Counties. from the offices of ths
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fffhuthorlty, or - from ‘the afflces of the Boaxd. The-form of the'aﬁpligaticn-

uﬁfshalL be: spec;f:ed by the Executlve Director. - In order to initiate an

H;;appllcatxon for a license,. the completed appllcatlon must be flled with
::;the office of the Authorlty ' The appllcatlon shall include the name ana'
Ti}addreas of the peErson maklng the appl:cataon, the address ox 10cat10n of
ﬁﬁ;the property on which the system is to be bullt, Lhe legal descrlptxon

fifand;the dimensions of the propeéerty, the proposed use of the property
. i . .

W

”ﬁineiuding'a description of the structure or structures prOpaséd to be
R

" gperved, the plans for the septic tank system, a plot plan showing the
l

location of the system in relation to boundary lines of "the lot, the
_ proposed loading of the system, and the applicant's certificate that the
system is designed in accordance with the latest edition of A _Guide_to

”;'tha*DiSposal of Houschold Sewage, as published by the Texas State.Departw

" ment of Health. 1If the property involved is not part of a‘recorded
_subdivision, the apnliecation shall be accompanied by a ﬁap or aerial

' iphotograph of sufficient detall to clearly ioéate the land on which the

'f-system will be constructed, with the location of the uystem shown thereon.

(b} Within thirty (30) days after receipt of the application,

the Authority will perform such inspections and tests as it may be deemed

necessary, which may include percolation tests as prescribed in A Guide

"to the Dispogal of Household Sewaga, a site iﬁspection and oﬁhcr such'.
tests and inspections as the Authority may cénéider appfﬂpriaﬁe. As soon'
~as pract;cab]e after completlcn of all inspections and tests, thé Authority

_Wlll fﬁrward the application to the Executive Dmrector with lts written
re;ommendation. If the Executxve Director approves the ap“llcatlon, he
‘shall so notiéy the applicant. If the application is approved, the septic
tank systent may be construnted in accofdance with the plans submitted with
the application. If the application is disapproved as submitted, but the
Executive Direccor is of the opinjon thal a septic tank system of a dif-

ferent design may be constructed on the property, it shall advise the
’ -




VL 741 mee 403

.ﬁapplicanﬁ in.writing-nf thé'nedessakyiéhanges;

{e) All septlc tank -systems: shall “bi ronstructed in accardance ;515

_wlth the plans approved by the Executlve Dlrentor, and any devlatlon frcm
'.the ‘plans must he dppr0ved by the Executive Director. Tha construction
of the aYatEm shall ‘be subject to 1nspect10n by the Authority at ali .
}reabonable times, and upon CDmpletan of ccnstruutxon but before the

T;ffsystem is buried, the Authorlty shall make a final 1nspactlcn to insure.

':ﬂ;'compllance with this order, The llcense shall be issued to the appl;cant f~:3

’;-Lby the Executive Director when advised by the Authorlty that all requlre-fﬁ'
D ments have been met.

(d} Any fees charged by the Authority for the performance of

:'._the functions provided in this paragraph shall not exceed $100 per app]1~_ -

'. Catlon. .
IX. TERM OF LICENSE

_aw~$censcs for septic tank systems 1ssued under thigs order, other

' than temporary licenses issued pursuant to Paragraph VI(d), shall be

effectxve for a term of ten (10) years. Llcenseﬁ may be renewed for suc~ .

.
- .

‘L c9531Vﬂ terms of ten (10) yearvﬁ&* the rxecutlve Dlrector fxnds that the
iot or tract in questlon may cOntlnue to be qerved by the septic Lank
-system WlthOUL cauSLng pollutlon which may directly or lndlrectly ingure'
publ;c health. Any license issued under this order ghall: automat;cally ‘
terminate if there is a subd1v151on or re- subd1v1510n of the property
gorved by the septie tank system, or if fhe property ig used fcr a
.purpose other than that descrlbed 1n the license, or if the loading of
the s;stem i= increased beyond that stated in the llcense. In additiocn,
-the Executive Dlrector may amend revoke or suspend any license issued
hereunder for good cause shOWn pursuant to Rule 625, 3(b)(4)(l9?0 edition).

X. OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

Septic tank systems licensed under this order shall be operated

B

3
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: and maxnta;ned in accordance w1th % Guide to thc D=spﬂsal of Household

3sept1c tankg shall be periormed by the Authorlty or by servicing

tank SYotQmS must be hauled to-an organlzed dxsposal system for: fmnal

-_dmaposal. Pol;c;es for acceptance of all sewage, sludge or othcr waste
%i;wxll be establlshed by the owncr of the organized disposal system recelv~
3 11ng-the.wastes. All septic tank systems llcensed under this order sha}l
5 be $“bject to lnspectlon by the Authorlty at all reasonable tlmes for
'” the purpose of determlnlng compllance with the terms of the license and
' this order.
XiI. REVIEW

All actions taken hereunder shall be subject to review by the
poard. Any ﬁerson aggriQVed bj any action of thé Authority or the
Executive Director under this order may appeal to the Board for relief.

XII. EXISTING SEWAGT DISPOSAL FACILITIES AND EXISTING
SUBDIVISIONS :

Septic tank systgms existing within the Lake Conroe Restricﬁed .
;:1Zone or Water {uality zone.as of the date of this order are not required
to bé‘licensed hereunder so long as the system is not changed, thé léading
> on the system is not increased from that existing at the date of this
of&er, or there is no subdivisgion or Ye-subdivision of the property setved
by ghe system. This order shall apply to the undeveloped portions of
':existing subdivisions as well as to subdivisions which are hefeafter
. devgloped; however, the Board ﬁay grant exceptions for existing sub=-
.divisicns on such conditions as the Board may prescribe if it finds that
'ékecauae of partial developmant priﬁr to the date of this order it is not
feasibie té connect the uudevéloped portions of the subdivis}on to an
-ofganized disposal system and that development with septic tank systams
will ngt'directly or indirectly injﬁre public health. .

10

-~Sewa e;or-an .subse uent revision thereof.. All maintenanae-and servacxng o
_H_mﬂ__ Y q i i

;__organlzatlons approved by the Authorlty wAll wastes removed from-séptic '“3_.
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'-;-"xz‘fj:-:t.: RIVER AUTHORITY DESIGNATED

| The San'Jacinto-Rive* Authority and'ité'GenéralfManager5a£e:”
éféby.d331gnated.1he aggnt of Lhe Texas Water ‘Quality Board fbr:purposés
;6f performlng the functlons spe01fzed in this. Grder. Tha General Manag@r
ﬁof ‘the. Authormty will ‘make periodic reports to. the Exccutlve Blreﬂtor o
:ctlons taken hereunﬂer. Any person owning sewage disposal facmllties
;thhln the Restrxcted ZDne or Water Quality Zona shall permit employeas:'
 0£ the ‘Authority or of the Board to make such reasonable inspecLions of
3;the sewage disptsal facilities as may be required to determmne whether e
”EgﬁthOSQ facilities comply with this order.

-Q.XIV. EFFECTIVE DATE

This order shall become effective upon the exeeution by thc

"f:fAuthority and the Board of a cooperative agreement pursuant to Section 5, QJ:
E of the Texas Water Quality Act providing for the performance by the Authorwiﬁ
; _ity of the watcr guality management, inhspection and enforcement funcﬁions f1
' : réquirad to be performed by the Authority under this order.
AV, SEVERABILITY | |
= 1f any provision of this order or the applicatidﬁxihe?eéf.tog
'   any person or circumstances is held iﬁvalid, such invaliditf:shali nqg
7; affect other provisions or applications of £his order.which caﬁ ge given
. effect without the 1nva11d provxulon or appllcatlon, and to. this end the

provismons of th;s order are declared scverable.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 20th DAY OF NOVEMBER, 1970.

EXAS WATbR Gu TY BOARD :

.

o : : s ' Gordon ruleher, Chalrman

Fector

Ty M L
'Executijﬁfﬁi o
. o @)l




CTHE STALE OF TEXAS.

COUNTY OF TRAVIS
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Before 'ne, the undcrs:_gned author:.{.y, on t‘hm day '
personally appearerl GORDON FULCHER, c:hauman of the Texas Water i
.'.':"Quala.ty Bo;ird, }mmm to e £0- be the. person and officer whose
name isg aubscr:.bec’i to the foregomng J.nstrument 5 and. ackncwledged
o to me that the same was the act of the Texas Water Qual :Lty Board, -
. th'at he was duly ax;thomzed to execute the same as the Chairman
of the Texas Wéte::‘ ouality Board, and that he executed the sane
f'ox;: thie purposes _and'-con'sideration therein expressed and in the
.-capacity thereiﬁ '-.s;t.atetﬁ.' - |
Given-under my hand énd seal of office this Mday C
= b
L (et
Notary Public in and for
Travi.s County, Texas
FILED F(i3 RECOIRE)
&Tm-?é..o'cmcKﬁ_,M
JUN 2 8 1371
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